





Gospel 


4 





PVs via. 


a al 





“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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LOVE vs. FEAR, 
og THE CAUSE OF PAUL’S BECOMING A CHRISTIAN. 
« For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, dis- 
obedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and plea- 
sures, livtng in malice and envy, hateful and ha- 
ting one another. But after that the kindness 
and love of God our Saviour toward man ap- 
peared, not by works of righteousness, which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost ; which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour: that being 
justified by his grace, we should he made heirs ac- 

cording to the hope of eternal life.”--Titus iii. 3—7. 

The present age is distinguished by the Missiona- 
ry mania, which has spurred thousands to open their 
purses at the command of mercenary priests; who 
continually deceive the public with false represen- 
tations of God’s character and the way of salvation. 
They hold ap their Hell and Devils constantly to 
view, and preach and prate of Fire and Brimstone, 
and endless misery ; assigning as a cause, the imi- 
nent danger of the millions of immortal souls 
intrusted to their care, and the necessity of convert- 
ing them; that is, preaching Hell, Devils, Fire and 
Brimstone, and endless misery to them ; which they 
esteem the effictent means of salvation. We have 
long opposed this priestly scheme of money-ma- 
king deception; and now will again enter our solemn 
protest against this abominable perversion of the 
Scriptures, and speaking evil of the God of love. 
We entreat the reader patiently to examine the pas- 
sage Which stands at the head of this article, from 
Paul’s epistle to Titus, and to weigh in the balance 
of reason and truth, the following remarks: 

Paul says of himself, and his believing brethren, 
“ We ourselves also were sometimes fvolish, disobe- 
dient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 
another.” Children of the devil, then, and mur- 
derers, on Paul’s own confession; for, “He that 
hateth his brother is a murderer.” 

A change is produced in the desires and affections 
of these wicked men. What produced it? Let 
Pan! answer for himself. “ But after the kindness 
and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared” 
—not the tremendous threatenings of God, nor the 
manifestations of His wrath and anger! No. It was 
a revelation or manifestatign of God’s “ kindness 
and love”—of that God who is man’s Saviour, not 
destroyer, which proved the efficient means of 
weaning Paul and his brethren from sin, and re- 
forming their characters. But, how was this ef- 
fected ? What motive is assigned on the part of God, 





the Saviour ; and what good works on the part of 
man, the saved? Ans. The only motive which can 
be assigned is, God’s Love! Not a word is found 
expressing any thing like God’s being moved by 
man’s prayers from a contrary purpose, and extend- 
ing mercy to man, on account of man’s repentance 
and righteousness. Neither is any thing said of 
man’s righteousness or good works, as previously 
existing, in any shape whatever. Paul is so expli- 
cit that the reader must be blind not to see the 
whole truth inculcated. “ Not by works of right- 
cousness which te have done, but according to His 
mercy he saved us.” What! Can vile sinners, the 
very children of the devil, be saved according to 
God's mercy? Where is justice, that darling attri- 
bute, which consigns, without pity, and without re- 
morse, millions of sinners to the flames of an tmter- 
minable Hell! Paul, thou heretic, thou preacher of 
licentiousness, hadst thou not have departed from 
this sublunary world ere Calvin’s fire kindléd for 
Servertus, thou, too, hadst been his victim, and 
added another to the black catalogue of the Gene- 
van’s murders ! Calvin’s mercy was tor a few—Paul’s 
mercy for man in the aggregate. Calvin’s mercy 
was accompanied by jastice, stern and inflexible ; a 
justice which let slip, with a cruel reluctance, the 
beggarly few from his -iron grasp,and even then 
branded them with-opprobrious epithets fit only for 
the children of Calvin’s devil, and the tehants of 
his “ murky Hell.” 

Reader, are you a disciple of Calvin? Then it is 
you we have offended. We prove the dishonesty 
of your religious master, by a reference to his In- 
stitutes, (B. 2. ch. 16. sec. 5.) where quoting from 
Paul’s epistle to the Rom. v. 19, he alters, wilfully 
alters and perverts the passage, to suit his black and 
nefarious purpose. Paul says, “ many are made 
righteous.” Calvin—“ WE [the little we, the few] 
are inade righteous !” 

To convince the reader we have not mistaken 
Paul, we refer him to the connexion of the passage, 
under consideration, in the second chapter; where 
Paul declares of the very grace, by which he is 
justified, that “ the grace of God that bringeth sal- 
vation to all men hath appeared.” True, our trans- 
lators, wiser men than Paul, have rendered the text 
differently, and aided, by their misconstructions, or 
tather perversions, the cause of antichrist. 

Now let Paul be heard—Paul, how are you saved ? 
Ans. “According to his [God’s] mercy he saved 
us.” Pray, explain a litthe—you say, you are saved 
“according to God’s mercy.” That is, in confor- 
mity to God’s mercy, and in accordance with his 
plan of salvation. Paul, we desire to learn of you, 
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whether you did not first propitiate God, and do 
good works, and pray earnestly for salvation; and 
these works, and these prayers, Paul, were not thew 
produced, in the first instance, by a fear of God’s 
vengeance? Ans. Paul—* The kindness and love 
of God our Saviour toward man appeared.” Stop, 
Paul, what did you do, to make this “ kindness and 
love” appear? Certainly some righteous aet. Paul 
—* Not by works of righteousness, which we have 
done, but according to His mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit; which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified by 
his grace, we should be made heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life.” Ah, Paul, how strangely 
you preach! You are consistent, however ; for if, as 
you say, man is justified by Ged’s grace, it is per- 
fectly reasonable to conclude that God will bless 
and save the just. But, after all, Paul, you 
appear to disagree very much with our Doctors of 
Divinity, and gentlemanly parsons. You say of 
God's grace, which justified you, that it is “ the 
grace of God which bringeth salvation to all men,” 
consequently, according to your preaching, all men 
are justified by God’s grace; and will, in “due 
time,” be “made heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life.’ Why, brother Paul, this is just what 
we preach and publish in New-York, and the Pi- 
ous Divine Doctors, who style themselves Reverend 
Mr. such a one, etc. call it a damnuble doctrine, and 
in the multitude of their fender mercies, consign us 
to an endless Hell! Courage, brother Paul. The 
servant is not above his master. Our great and 
good Lord and Master Jesus Christ, was persecuted 
even unto death, by the self-styled good and pious 
divines of his day ; and yourself, Paul, drank deep 
of the cup of persecution—Shall we, then, flinch ! 
God forbid. 

Let infuriate men publish their anathemas-—let 
self-styled holy men, and titled Pharisees, act up to 
the character of their famed prototypes, and damn, 
with hellish malignity, their unoffending fellows— 
it is written, and stands Sure as the protnise of an 
immutable God can make it, the Truth we advo- 
cate. Paul was persecuted, and suffered the various 
cruelt:es which the malice of men and devils de- 
vised ; and his doctrine is still the same. Man is 
justified by the grace of his Father God; and we 
will continue to exhort all to rejoice in the divine 
assurance, that, in due time, all “ shall be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.” And we add 
in Paul’s words—* This is a faithful saying, and 
these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that 
they which have believed in God, might be careful to 
maintain good works: these things are good and 
profitable unto men.” 

—~—_ 
HORRIBLE SUTTEE. 
The following account of a horrible Suttee which 
took place at Santipore about the last of December, 
is given in an extract of a letter from a person pro- 
ceeding to the upper Provinces. [Free Press. 


“ As I had availed myself of the night tide, I was 
at Chinsurah on Thursday morning, and on Friday 





before dawn I passed Sooksagur. On the evening 
of the same day, I reached Santipore, where I be. 
held a sight I had long desired to see, but a more 
horrible one I never witnessed. It was an immola- 
tion of a human creature in the prime of life, with 
health and youth blooming in the countenance, I 
reached the spot only im time to see the fire |ir, 
for the moment my boat was seen veering to the 
shore, the cowardly instigators hurried the woman 
away to the pile. In the act, however, of leading 
her to the place, I saw from the boat, that she was 
hardly able to move. Two persons supported her 
by the arms, but before I got on shore, she was laid 
beside the corpse of her husband, and the fire had 
been applied. When she began to feel the flames, | 
saw her attempting with her hands to throw off the 
wood they had piled over her, but this seemed to 
have been a signal with the inhuman wretches tha 
surrounded her to heap more fuel upon her, and they 
shouted so loud, crying, “ Hurree Bol” as to drown 
ashriek, however loud she might have had strength 
enough to make. I was too much shocked to stay, 
but before I had receded ten paces, I was told that 
the unfortunate victim had escaped. I returned to 
the scene, and beheld a sight that made me shudder, 
and the recollection of which sends a thrill of hor- 
ror yet through my body. The unfortunate woman 
only succeeded in extricating herself from the wood 
and rolling down the pile; for the struggle and 
heat had nearly deprived her of life. She lay gasp- 
ing for breath, her face and body exhibiting the 
most revolting spectacle imaginable. The respite, 
however, was of short duration, she was almost im- 
mediately shoved back by bamboo poles ; and logs 
after logs were heaped upon her afresh. The ruf- 
fians that did this, I could have swept away into the 
fire in the place of the woman, and I felt indigna- 
tion enough (had I possessed the power) to doom 
every individual of the party to an hour’s seat upon 
her coals. Hard-hearted wretches that could thus 
stand and see the most helpless ofthe human race 
roasted to death! It well accords with the dastard- 
ly spirit of the Bengalese. Could 1 command the 
means, I would certainly try a prosecution against 
those who assisted either in helping to destroy the 
unfortunate victim or in preventing her escape.” 
REMARKS. 

The above account of the immolation of a wo 
man on the funeral pile of her deceased husband, is 
not only an appeal to the best feelings of our nature, 
but is also a case in point, wherein may be seen, in 
contrast with the errors of modern religionists, the 
glaring enormity of the antichristian doctrine of fu- 
ture and endless torment. In arguments intended 
to influence the conduct, or to correct and improve 
the principles of men, there is nothing like bringing 
a subject home to a “man’s business and bosom.” 
I: is a fair presumption that no man of common be- 
nevolence could witness a scene like that described 
above, and not experience the revolting emotions 
expressed by the narrator of that abominable tra 
gedy. 

The expressions of the writer are such as must 





escape every man, who is not devoid of what Paul 
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calls, “natural affection.” They were, indeed, 


« hard-hearted wretches, that could thus stand, and 
see the most helpless of the human race roasted to 
death.” Itis with propriety added, that “it well 
accords with the dastardly spirit of the Benga- 
lese.” 

Dastardly in very deed, must the spirit of any 
man be, who can witness the infliction of misery 
even upon a brute, and not have his bosom swell 
with indignation against the merciless and malig- 
nant tormentors. Contrasted, however, with the 
momentary suffering of this ill-fated woman, is the 
interminable and inexpressible torture of the gloomy 
religionist’s future Hell. Comparison will not hold 
a moment in any bearing the mind can give; or 
shade or colouring the most vivid imagination can 
furnish to the picture. 

0! what is the suffering of a moment, a space in 
the march of time so short that it is gone, and the 
sufferer released from all sense of wrong, while you 
narrate the story of his agony, compared with count- 
less ages of merciless and cruel wo, which, when ex- 
pired,is but the precursor of a longer night of wretch- 
edness! If that spirit must be dastardly which can 
witness with complacency the momentary suffering 
of a fellow, a stranger, one whose whole life con- 
tains not one ligament which has fastened upon the 
sympathy of the beholder, how inexpressibly dam- 
nable must be that spirit, which even now in antici- 
pation vaunts its joy, and fortells the almost riotous 
triumph which shall celebrate the endless burning 
of relatives and friends ; of wife, and husband, and 
sister, and brother, to the severing of every tie 
which ever bound him to the side of blest humani- 
ty, and held him, if only fora day, on a level with 
the beast of the forest! But now, having arrived at 
his famed heaven, and conformed to his imaginary 
God, how fallen ! 

Alas! for the pretensions of hypocritical men. 
Would you ransack creation to produce a devil, a 
very devil, whose malice, and cruelty, and revenge, 
and Jove of misery swallowed up every other consi- 
deration until the recipient feasted upon infernal 
food, you must go beyond the precincts of the ti- 
gers’ den; for even here, the heart’s best, warmest, 
and dearest blood, will be given for the tigress’s 
young. No fabled hell, nor even the misconstruc- 
tions which superstition and igno:auce have put 
upon the sacred page, will give a clue to the home 


of the diabolical fiend, separate from the abode of 


man. It is man, then, in the insanity of his mind, 
who sunders the ties Which God has made, and 
shows himself to an astonished universe, the fiend 
and enemy of God and man. 

We feel -and know, that this subject is far, very 
far beyond our feeble efforts to do it justice. We 
can only say, that God’s word and works, and every 
manifestation which the mind of a rational being 
can receive and retain of the glorious Creator, is at 
eternal war with the infernal doctrine of a future 
and endless hell! The firmament over our heads, 
ison a blaze with the written attestations of a God 
of Love. The earth beneath is spread, a great page 
of divine demonstration, teaching, at every step, 








God’s immeasurably diffusive benevolence to man. 
It is only in thé little spot of the heart of a hypo- 
crite, and that hypocrite a man, where space can 
be found to writé a syllable in contradiction of the 
universal language, which declares “GOD IS 
LOVE!” 
=i 
From the (Buffalo, N. Y.) Gospel Advocate. 
CHURCH TITLES. 

The readers of this Paper have often been ap- 
prised that the Editor disapproves of the titles of 
Rev., D. D., &c. &c. It is by him considered (and 
doubtless very justly so) an arrogant assumption of 
that honour which belongeth to God only. Hence, 
among those who hold to no other distinctions among 
mankind than those to which merit entitles the vir- 
tuous, the use of any such marks of distinction 
should be discarded. It may be urged by the ob- 
jector, that in such titles, when abstractly consider- 
ed, there is nothing offensive, or repugnant to the 
pure principles of the gospel, and that the only harm 
that can grow out of their use is the possibility of 
an improper meaning being attached to them. 
There may be some plausibility in the above argu- 
ment, but until it ean be shown wherein the use of 
such titles will benefit mankind, either by promoting 
the cause of Christ, or in some other way, we deem 
it unworthy a serious reply. What benefit, it may 
be asked, has ever been derived from the applica- 
tion of such words to men? Has humility, the 
brightest virtue of the Christian, been strengthen- 
ed and sustained by such means? When the lead- 
ing object of our Saviour appears to have been to 
break down the paltry distinctions which too fre- 
quently exist among men, shall it be said that such 
vain appendages, to the name of mortals will have a 
salutary influence on the minds of any class of so- 
ciety ? No. For they are calculated either to awe 
the ignorant, or to flatter the spiritual pride of the 
vainglorious ; either of which is opposed to the sim- 
ple doctrine of Christ. ° 

We are in the habit of thinking that every thing 
essential to the glorious system of ethics was plain- 
ly taught, and as plainly exemplified by our Saviour 
and his apostles: And it would be a case without a 
parallel in the record of their transactions if they 
enjoined the use of titles; for in no instance have 
they set an example of that kind. If we would 
set this abomination before our eyes in its true light, 
let us apply those titles to some of the venerable and 
venerated saints of antiquity. For example: Matt. 
xxvi. 60. “Now the Rev. Simon Peter, D. D. sat 
without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, 
saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. But 
the Rev. gentleman denied before ihem all, saying, 
I know not what thou sayest.” Again, ver. 74. 
“Then began the Rev. gentleman to curse and to 
swear, saying, I know not the man,” &c. and, ver. 
75. “And the Rev. Mr. Peter, D. D. F.R.S., &c. 
remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto 
him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And the Rev. Doctor went out and wept 
bitterly.” Now this looks bad: But why is it not 
as proper, and as profitable, te apply these titles to 
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Peter, or any of the apostles, as it is to apply them 
to modern preachers? It is believed that this diffi- 
culty cannot be readily removed. But to go farthe:; 
see Matt. xvi. 22,23. “Then the Rev. Mr. Peter 
took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be i 
far from thee, Lord, this shall not be unto thee. But 
he (Christ) turned, and said to the Rev. Dr., Get 
thee behind me, Satan,” &c.—And again. The 
Rev. Mr. Saul, after he had received his diploma 
from the Theological Seminary of which the Rev. 
Mr. Gamaliel, D. D. was president, started on a 
mission to evangelize the heathen. And as he came 
near to Damascus, where resided a number of Hon. 
Gentlemen, to whom le had letters of introduction, 
breathing out threatening and slaughter against the 
disciples of the Lord, suddenly there shined round 
about the Rev. Gentleman a light from heaven; and 
he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto 
him, Rev. Sir, why persecutest thou me ? &c. Now 
compare this language with the common style of 
writing and speaking. “ The Rev. Dr. Griffin’s 
plan for raising 700,000 ministers.” A sermon on 
the Divinity of Christ, by the Rev. Hooper Cum- 
ining, D. D. 

For one, the writer of this essay is tired of those 
empty, high-sounding titles:—They savour of an- 
tichrist, and should be discarded by every true fol- 
lower of Jesus. They are at variance with the 
teachings of our Redeemer and his apostles; they 
are opposed to the simplicity of republicanism; 
they are proper only for those, who, possessing lit- 
tle else to distinguish them. from other men, require 
this empty homage to their vanity, in room of some 
intrinsic merit to recommend them. 

Universalists will do well to discard entirely 
this practice. The sooner it is done the better. 
Hereafter we desire of our brethren the favour of 
being addressed by the more appropriate appella- 
tion of Brother, as long as we deserve it; and we 
promise, for one, that our ministering brethren shall 
not be distinguished by any other titles than those 
which belong to other men. 

We approve of the mauly stand taken by Brother 
Fitz, editor of the New-York Gospel Herald, and 
will so far follow his example, as hereafter to sub- 
stitute for the title of Rev. that of The Parson. 
The term Rev. therefore, will only be affixed to the 
names of those who love greetings in the market 
places, and obsequious salutations in the synagogues. 
And such need not be surprised if we consider it a 
sign of reproach, rather than a mark of honourable 
distinction. 

—~— 
American Society for Ameliorating the Condition 
of the Jews. 

This Society, it appears, has now nearly finished 
its inglorious course. Mr. Frey is no longer Agent 
for the Society--and in his address to the Board of 
Directors, are the following remarks and state- 
ments: 

“I entertained no doubt that as long as I could 
be useful to the Board, they would neither dismiss 
me, nor refuse to furnish a support for my family. 


But it is not to be concealed that a change, a ver) 
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great cHange, has taken place in rejation to this So- 
ciety, in the minds not only of the public, but of the 
Board itsetf. The feasibility of our plans, and the 
wisdom of our measures, are on all hands called in 
question ; and many men of honest hearts hesitate 
to yield to us theic aid and approbation. I fear ang 
tremble at the thought, that the noble and glorions 
object of our institution is defeated. [ tremble ov my 
own account, on your account, and for the caus, of 
Christian charity and benevolence. I may be mis. 
taken. But the public seem to me to have 
withdrawn their confidence; the auxiliary so. 
cieties are expiring, and the income is very per- 
ceptibly diminishing from month to month, and 
should I travel as your agent for four months during 
the ensuing season, I should go without the leas; 
prospect of being able either to enrich your treasu- 
ry, or add to your auxiliaries. It does not become 
me at this time to inquire into the causes which 
have produced this mortifying and unhappy state 
of things; they are wrapped in mystery,” &c. 

So matters stand at present with this famous and 
once popular society. The next inquiry is, what is 
to be done with the movey that has been collected 
by Mr. Frey and three or four hundred auxiliary su- 
cieties. 

During alate meeting of this American Jews 
Society, held in New-York, it is stated in the 
United States Gazette, that the debate on some 
questions “ became so animated, that a reverend 
member, Mr. Reed of Charleston, felt called upon 
to propose a prayer, that all angry and acrimonious 
feelings might be allayed.” 

The whole of the numerous societies now in ope- 
ration in this country, under pretence of converting 
the heathen, spreading the gospel, educating young 
men for the ministry, &c. &c. rest on the same 
foundation, and are influenced by the same princi- 
ples as this “ society for ameliorating the condition 
of the Jews,” and they will no doubt in the end ex- 
perience the same fate. The public will not only 
see their inexpediency but their injurious and per- 
nicious tendency tothe cause of true religion, and 


° 


wholly withdraw their sapport (rom them. Taken 
collectively, they constitute one of those murnerous 
transfurmations of appareut righteousness which 
the Priace of Darkness assumes ia order to beguile 
and lead astiay the children of men. The many 
lugenivus arts and stratagems employed by these 
societies to draw money from the people, prove that 
they have no real connexion or affinity with the true 
teligion of Jesus Christ. Reformer. 
a 
MORE ORTHODOX LYING. 

The following account credited to the “ Christian 
Watchman,” we extract from the “ New-York Re- 
ligious Chronicle.” We pronounce it an unquali- 
fied falsehood, and sijall not retract our declaration, 
unless the name of the said converted “ professed 
Universalist” is given the public, and evidence alittle 
more weighty than orthodox ipse dixits. We agaiu 
ask these orthodox revival raisers, What do you mean 
by “experimental region.” You say, this Univer- 
salist was “an enemy to experimental religion.’ 
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Now we are of the opinion, that you are, in this mat- 
cer, guilty of the offence for which Paul reproved the 
Cretans. We ask you for proof, that a professed 
Universalist has abjured his faith, turned again to 
the mire of orthodoxy, and that he, while a Uni- 
yersalist, Was an enemy to “ experimental religion ?” 
You will please to recollect, the religion of Christ 
and his apostles, is the religion that is “ pure and 
undefiled in the sight of God, even the Father ;” 
and it is this, “To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, to keep one’s self anspotted from the 
world.” (See James i. 27.) Prove that Universal- 
ists are enemies to this religion! If by “ experi- 
mental religion,” you mean, a belief in the dogmas 
of Calvin, Hopkins, or Arminius, and a willingness 
to be dupes to designing priests, who make mer- 
chandize of the souls of men, we plead guilty to the 
eharge; for we are, and hope we shall remain, ene- 
mies to the deceptions of clerical wolves. 

Randolph, Ms.—A revival of religion has been 
experienced in the South Baptist Church and So- 
ciety in Randolph, Ms. It commenced about the 
last of May or the first of June, and continued 
through the summer and fall. The progress of the 
work has been slow, and the number of converts 
comparatively small. Fifteen, however, have been 
added to the church, and it is hoped, some more will 
come forward soon.—One circumstance seems wor- 
thy of particular notice. About the commence- 
ment of the revival, the Church unanimously ob- 
served a day of fasting and prayer. This was blessed 
to the immediate awakening, and eventually to the 
conversion, of a man who had been, for more than 
twenty years, a professed Universalist, and an ene- 
my to experimental religion. This kind goeth not 
out by fasting and prayer. Let Christians be en- 
couraged ; for the Lord hath never said to the seed 
of Jacob, Seek ye my face in vain.—Ch. Watch. 

—>——- 
Extract of a letter from Baltimore (Md.) dated 
April 13, 1826. 

“The following advertisement appeared in the 
paper this morning : 

“ Fancy Articles, to be sold for a charitable ob- 
ject. The managers of the Episcopal Sewing So- 
ciety of Baltimore give notice to their friends and 
the public, that they have deposited at Mrs. No. 
—— Market street, Nankeen coats and mittens for 
children, dolls, {not dollars} worked caps, frocks, 
&e. Fancy bags, purses, pincushions, &e. &c. for 
sale at reasonable prices, and the proceeds will be 
devoted to the education of pious young men for the 
gospel ministry.” 

“If one were to take the above literally (which 
we might be justified in doing by their actions) we 
should have a society governed by a regular set of 
bishops, for if I understand the term Episcopal, it 
means to be governed by bishops. I would query 
Whether they have descended in a regular line of 
Succession from the apostles, inthis manufacturing 
of dolls? (an article which they, in numerous in- 
Stances endeavour to dissuade children from buy- 
ing.) If so, why do they not come out and give us 
chapter and.verse in proof.” 
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{As a further specimen of the spirit of the age, 
see the following advertisement in anether paper 
of December last :] 

“ Christmas and New-Year's Fair—The first 
Sewing Society of Baltimore, auxiliary to the Ed- 
ucation Society, propose to hold a Fuir for the sale 
of a variety of Fancy Articles and Toys, suitable 
tor Christwas and New-Yeat’s presents, such as 
ornamental baskets, card racks, purses, emery bags, 
needle cases, watch papers, dolls, &c. &c. The fair 
will be held in the Lecture Room of St. Peter’s 
Church, German Lane, on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day next, the 27th and 28th instant. The proceeds 
of the sale will be sacredly devoted to the educa- 
tion of indigent and pious young men for the work 
of the gospel ministry. The purchasers of articles 
at this Fair, may at once please their taste, gratify 
their friends or children, and aid the cause of Chari- 
ty and Religion.” Reformer. 

—<—— 
PRIESTCRAFT. 

It is stated in the Gospel Advocate that the peo- 
ple of a certain new and thinly populated town in 
Ashtabula county, Ohio, had agreed to settle a Pres- 
byterian preacher at 100 doilars per annum, which 
was as much as they could afford to give. “ All 
parties,” says the account, “ being perfectly satis- 
fied, nothing remained but the ceremonyof ordina- 
tion. The clergy assembled en masse, but would 
not proceed because the salary was too small; it 
was necessary the young man should be well provi- 
ded for, that he might live in affluence as well as in- 
dolence, and if he were not capable of making a 
bargain, it was the duty of the Presbytery to see to 
it; it would be a bad precedent, and they would not 
ordain the man unless his salary was raised to 400 
dollars. Both the priest and the people urged that 
it was a matter entirely between themselves, and 
they were satisfied. The clergy finally proposed to 
accept of 300 dollars, but as that was not complied 
wish, nothing was done.” Ibid. 


—~- 


A young angel of distinction, being sent down to 
this world, on some business, for the first time, had 
an old courier spirit assigned him as a guide: they 
arrived over the sea of Martinico, in the middle of 
the long day of obstinate fight between the fleets 
of Rodney and De Grasse. When through the 
clouds of smoke, he saw the fire of the guns, the 
decks covered with mangled limbs, and bodies dead 
or dying, the ships sinking, burning or blown into 
the air, and the quantity of pain, misery, and de- 
struction, the crews yet alive were thus with so 
Lmuch eagerness dealing round to one another ; he 
turned angrily to .he guide, and said, you blunder- 
ing blockhead, you are ignorant of your business ; 
you undertook to conduct me to the earth, and you 
have brought me into hell. No, sir, says the guide, 
I have made no mistake ; this is really earth, and 
these are men. Devils never treat one another in 
this cruel nanne:, they have more sense, and 


more of what men call humanity.—Frandlin’e 
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FREQUENCY OF RELIGIOUS MEETINGS. 

By the multiplication of religious meetings dur- 
ing the week, men have suffered in their spiritual as 
well asin their secular interests. Although the mo- 
tives oi those, who commence a course of attendance 
upon conferences, and other religious services of hu- 
man device, nray be pure, and particular instances of 
reformation may thereby be produced ; yet their ge- 
neral efforts have been injurious to the true inter- 
est of christianity. Among their moral evil effects the 
following may be recorded: these meetings have 
been multiplied to an unreasonable extent, and hol- 
denat unreasonable hours. They have excited in their 
attendants itching ears, and induced people to heap 
up to themselves teachers. They have been fre- 
quently converted into mere instruments to make 
proselytes to a party. Some persons have been 
Jed to suppose that the exercises of these assemblies 
are not simply, in their best state, the means or the 
expression of piety, but religion in its essence ; 
they have, therefore, estimated their attainments in 
religion, by the frequency with which they have 
joined in those exercises. Under impressions of 
this nature, they have been induced to deem those 
who disapprove of their meetings as the opposers 
of religion, as the opposers of God ; and have che- 
rished in themselves a presumptuous confidence in 
their own views of Christian truth, and a vain assur- 
ance of their own safety, and indulged towards 
those who differ from them a censorious and con- 
demning spirit. 

In many places the multiplication of religious 
meetings during the week has been productive of a 
high degree of enthusiasm. Religion, in such 
cases, has degenerated into mere passion. The un- 
ne of a man has thereby been darkened,and 
he, in the highest concerns of religion, subjected to 
all the fluctuations of animal feelings. This hour, 
in imagination, he is elevated to the very mount of 
communion with heaven; the next, he is depressed 
to the very depths of despair. At one time he is 
loud.in his pious ejaculations ; and at another he is 
noisy in the expression of a widely different affection. 
This man, during the period of excitement, is dis- 
turbed in the essential pursuits of his existence, and 
it not unfrequently happens, that with this period, 
his religious principles pass away ; and he not only 
forgets his zealous professions, but also appears to 
have lost all sense of religious obligation.—Ban- 
croft’s Sermons. 

—=>>— 
ANECDOTE. 

In the town of L—, there is now living a 
church member, who is the father of a numerous 
family of children, who is the first and only man 
with whom I have been acquainted, who has disco- 
vered and acknowledged a reprobate in his own fa- 
mily. But this man, in consisteucy with his religion, 
has one son whom he unblushingly calls his repro- 
bate ; not because he acts worse or knows less than 
the rest of his children; but by some unaccounta- 
ble impulse he said that George was a Devil; and 
“the first time he saw him he knew he was a re- 


probate '!”” Now this man, consistent with his faith, 





treated his son as a reprobate.—Bat when George 
was old enough to discern, as he had realized the 
partiality of his father’s government, he was not 
well pleased with such distinguished treatment, 
and left the paternal roof, and went to some of his 
other relations at a distance. Some time after this, 
Mr. F. met with Mr. W. the father, and said to him, 
“Well, have you heard from your son lately” 
“Yes,” he replied,-—* Shan’t you go after, or send 
for him to come home.” “ No: ‘George is a repro. 
bate, I knew he was, as soon as he was born—he 
will go to hell, and I shall be glad ont!!!” Mr, F 
rejoined, that he should really pity the child, if he 
must inevitably go to misery unending ; but, he said, 
he should not pity him so much as some children. 
“Why,” asked Mr. W. astonished and indignam— 
“ Because,” replied the other, “he will be likely t 
have a father there to take care of him.” 
Evangelical Restorationist 
—p>——- 
QUESTIONS FOR THEOLOGIANS., 

If God have decreed the happiness of some and 
the misery of others, who displays acquiescence in 
the divine will, or solicitude for God’s honour, that 
prays for the salvation of all, or strives to convert 
the world, when God says, my counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasure ? 

When God has not resolved on his own disgrate, 
but arranged all things for his glory, and directed 
man to pray, thy will be done, if the notion of endless 
sin and grief be true, the petition should be, may 
iniquity abound, and men grow callous in transgres- 
sion, that they may be fully prepared to glorify thy 
great name in the world of fire ; and may holiness 
reign in some hearts, qualifying them to honour re- 
deeming grace in Heaven. 

If election to bliss and reprobation to destruction 
be true, every person who is unwilling to ask for the 
damnation of some, does not love God, and is op- 
posed to the accomplishment of his will. 

Should Christianity and Calvinism be one, and 
you belong to the reprobate class, in praying for the 
honour of God’s character and the fulfilment of his 
pleasure, you must not only rest in his will; not 
merely say, thy purpose be finished, whatever be 
my lot ; not barely say, I am willing to be eternally 
wretched if it be chy pleasure, but you must pray 
with strong cries and tears, and with all the fervour 
of your soul, eternal God, I entreat thee to damn me 
everlastingly! This is the only method of evi- 
dencing love to God, or to his moral kingdom, io 
the supposed case! Rel. Ing. 

> 
INCREASING LIGHT FROM GENEVA. 

Recent accounts from this city state, that “out 
of 27 persons who exercise the pastoral office in the 
canton, all but two or three are anti-trinitarians 
and anti-cal+inists; and that the effect of the con- 
troversy, which has been agitated here some years, 
has been to extend and establish their opinions 
among the people. The English, who undertook 
the task of discrediting the pastors, have altogeiher 
failed, and have some time since abandoned the pro- 
ject in discouragement. Liberal opinions have alse 
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made, and are making progress in the other cantons 
of the confederacy, and they are entertained by 
more than half of the protestant ministers and laity 
of France. The theological school there was de- 
pressed four or five years ago in consequence of the 
representations of the orthodox ; but since that time 
things have taken a different turn, and there are 
more students now than ever before.” Thus has 
light triumphed over darkness, liberality over bigot- 
ry, and Christianity found refuge in a city where 
Servetus was burned for defending it, and where 
Calvin thundered damnation, and threatened his 
opposers with the fire of two worlds. Ibid. 
—— 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 

Be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of 
another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous ; 
not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing ; 
but contrariwise blessing: knowing that ye are 
thereunto galled that ye should inherit a blessing.— 
1 Peter iii. 8. 

It is the unfortunate lot of Universalists to be de- 
prived of the privilege of sentencing those who dif- 
fer from them, to eternal misery, and treating them 
as the reprobate of God, “ whom he will continue 
in being for no other purpose but to make them per- 
petual sufferers, vessels of wrath fitted for destruc- 
tion, and vessels which will be of no other use but 
to be filled with wrath.” 

This antichristian spirit cannot be felt by those 
who view all men as brethren, created and preserv- 
ed by the same beneficent being, who loves them all 
with equal affection, and who will finally bring them 
all to one home, purified from the corruption of sin, 
and fitted for that rest which is prepared for all the 
children of God. It is their peculiar duty to return 
blessing for cursing, to sooth the distresses of their 
fellow-creatures by pouring the balm of consolation 
into their wounded bosoms, and leading their minds 
from the fleeting riches of earth to the inexhausti- 
ble fountain of durable riches in heaven. The du- 
ties of charity and unlimited good will are far more 
obligatory on Universalists than on any other sect of 
Christians. A believer in this sentiment could not 
urge in extenuation or justification of unkindness, 
that he imitates his heavenly Father, and therefore 
follows the injunction of Christ, be ye merciful or 
perfect, as your Father in heaven. This would be 
his greatest condemnation, for he believes God’s 
perfection consists in impartial love to all, and con- 
sequently an imitation of him would result in uni- 
versal benevolence to mankind. It is the peculiar 
characteristic of Universalism, that no sect, or per- 
son, is without the pale of its charity. 

It embraces all as the final recipients of the bless- 
ings conferred on the mission of Christ, and consi- 
ders all equally interested in the truth of the gospel. 
And this equality, in the distribution of blessings, is 
the great barrier to its more rapid extension. It ill 
accords with the proud, pharisaical spirit, which 
says, “stand by thyself, J am holier than thou.” It 


sweeps away all self-righteousness and all cause of 


boasting, and compels us to rest on God’s mercy for 


Who then could rationally expect it would be re- 
ceived by those who “devour widows’ houses, and 
for a pretence make long prayers; who fast twice 
in the week, and pay tithes of all they possess,” or 
in other words, belong to tract societies, missiona- 
ry societies, and bible societies ; who attend confe- 
rence meetings, denounce all who differ from them 
as Deists, Infidels, and Heretics, and who consider 
them as only fit fuel for hell fire. The genius of 
Universalism, instead of cherishing these feelings, 
crushes them in the bud, and suffers only tenderness 
and beneficence to flourish under its protection. It 
is the offspring of that wisdom which is from above, 
that is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 
be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy. 


—j>—_ 
DEATH. 

“The horror of death proves the value of life. 
But it is in the power of disease to abate, or even 
extinguish this horror; which it does in a wonder- 
ful manner, and oftentimes by a mild and imper- 
ceptible gradation. Every man who has been pla- 
ced in a situation to observe it, is surprised with the 
change which has been wrought in himself, when 
he compares the view whieh he entertains of death 
upon a sick bed, with the heart-sinking dismay with 
which he should some time ago have met it in health. 
There is no similitade between the sensations of a 
man led to execution, and the calm expiring of a 
patient at the close of his disease. Death to him 
is only the last of a jong train of changes; in his 
progress through which, it is possible that he may 
experience no shocks or sudden transitions. 

“ Death itself, as a mode of removal and of suc- 
cession, is so connected with the whole order of our 
animal world, that almost every thing in that world 
must be changed, to be able to do without it. It 
may seem likewise impossible to separate the fear 
of death from the enjoyment of life, or the percep- 
tion of that fear from rational natures. Brutes are 
in a great measure delivered from all anxiety on 
this account, by the inferiority of their faculties ; 
or rather, they seem to be armed with the apprehen- 
sion of death just sufficiently to put them upon the 
means of preservation, and no further. But would 
a human being wish to purchase this immunity by 
the loss of those mental powers which enable him 
to look forward to the future ? 

“ Death implies separation ; and the loss of those 
whom we love must necessarily be accompanied 
with pain. To the brute creation, nature seems to 
have stepped in with some secret provision for their 
relief, under the rupture of their attachments. In 
their instincts toward their offspring and their off- 
spring to them, I have often been surprised to ob- 
serve, how ardently they love, and how soon they 
forget. The pertinacity of human sorrow (upoa 
which time also, at length, lays its softening hand) 
is probably, therefore, in some manner connected 
with the qualities of our rational or moral nature. 
One thing, however, is clear, viz. that it is better 
that we should possess affections, the sources of so 





final acceptance, instead of our own superiority. 


many virtues and so many joys, although they be 
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a 
exposed to the incidents of life, as well as the in- 
terruptions of mortality, than, by the want of them, 
be reduced to a state of selfishness, apathy, and qui- 
etism.” Paley. 


—~>—— 
SUICIDE. 
Alexandria, May 5. 
To the Bditors of the Phenix Gazette. 

Gentlemen—From a friend in King George coun- 
ty, Virginia, by this morning’s mail, I received a 
letter, bearing date the 2d instant; I have culled 
the following extract. 

“ Our neighbour, Mr. Edmonson, hung himself 
on Friday last, with his handkerchief. He attempt- 
ed it several times before, but was always prevent- 
ed. His wife was looking at him when he did it, 
and would not permit her negro woman to cut him 
down, although the negro wished to do so.” 

The above account has been variously garbled, as 
we have been told, by printers of newspapers; one 
of whom stated, that Mr. E. was a Universalist, 
and intimated that his wife was orthodor! We have 
no objection to this shape of the story, and are 
quite willing to confess that it appears somewhat 
reasonable. 

ee 

A late paper states, that “in Spain there is one 
clergyman to every 58 inhabitants ; in Naples, one 
to 50; in Sitily, one to 23; and in Portugal one 
to 15.” In all these countries the people are cor- 
rupt in proportion to the number of their priests. 

Phil. Reformer. 
—<g>— 
Episcopal Theological Seminary. 

The amount subscribed to the Theological Semi- 
nary of the Episcopal Church, located at New-York, 
is 77,718 dollars. “ Agents,” says the Church Re- 


gister, “are still employed in soliciting further sub-}* 


scriptions.” 

If the Episcopalians were as anxious to become 
truly religious, as they are to get money for their 
Theological Seminary, it would be better for them- 
selves and the cause of Christianity. Ibid. 

_- 

Can those who think of God with servile dread 
and terror, as of a gloomy tyrant, armed with al- 
mighty power to torment and destroy them, be said 
to believe in the true God? In that God who the 
scriptures say, islove? The kindest and best of 
Beings, who made all creatures in boundless good- 
ness, that he might communicate to them some por- 
tion of his unalterable happiness! and who pitieth 
us as a father pitieth his own children! 

Mas. Cuapone. 
—~<>— 

That superstition is the parent of real crime, we 
have innumerable examples. The following fact 
will serve for an illustration.—A certain bishop 
while officiating at the altar, and who was reputed 
a saint, was knocked down, with the pious intention 
of converting him from a saint to a martyr. This 
occurred in England in the twelfth century. 

Gospel Advocate. 
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The following lines, from the pen of T. Moore, the Irish 
bard, are beautiful beyond expression, We wish the 
heart of the writer was sincerely devoted to the service 
of Him of whom he so sublimely speaks. 


“ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD." 


Thou art, O God, the life and light 
Of all this wondrous world we see, 
Its glow by day, its smiles by night, 
Are but reflections caught from thee. 
Where’er we turn, thy glories shine, 
Aud all things fair and bright are thine 


When day, with farewell beams delays 
Among the opening clouds of even, 
And we can almost think we gaze, 
Through opening vistas into heaven; 
Those hues that mark the sun's decline 
So soft, so radiant, Lord, are thine. 


When night, with wings of starry gloom, 
O’ershadows all the earth and skies, 

Like some dark, beauteous bird, whose plune 
Is sparkling with unnumbered eyes ; 

That sacred gloom, those fires divine, 

So grand, so countless, Lord, are thine. 


When youthful Spring around ns breathes, 
Thy spirit warms her fragrant sigh ; 

And every flower that Summer wreathes, 
Is born beneath that kindling eye : 

Where’er we turn, thy glories shine, 

And all things fair and bright are thine. 


—>— 


SELECTED. 
MY FATHER'S AT THE HELM. 


The curling waves, with awful roar, 
A little bark assailed, 

And pallid Fear’s distraeting power 
O'er all on board prevailed, 


Save one, the Captain's darling child, 
Who steadfast viewed the storm, 
And cheerful, with composure, smiled 

At Danger’s threat’ning form. 


“ And sport’st thou thus,”’ a Seaman cried, 
“ While terrors overwhelm ?”’ 

“ Why should I fear?” the boy replied, 
“MY FATHER'S AT THE HELM.” 


So when our worldly all is reft, 
Our earthly helpers gone, 

We sul! have one sure anchor left, 
God helps, and he alone. 


He to our prayers will bend his ear, 
He gives our pangs rehef, 

He turns to smiles each trembling tear, 
To joy each tort'ring grief. 


Then turn to him, 'mid sorrows wild, 
When wants and woes o'erwhelm, 
Rememb'ring, like the fearless child, 
OUR FATHER’S AT THE HELM. 
[London New Times 
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